
Name of State Commission : State Information Commission, Kerala 
Order     : AP No. 1078(1)/2014/SIC  Dt.31.01.2017 

Subject / Issue   : Availing information by taking       
                                                                        photographs of official documents through   
                                                                        digital camera 

Operative section   : Section 7(1) 

The appellant had asked permission for taking micro/macro photography of 
thumb impression from the document kept at the Sub Registry which was denied to 
him, stating that the available facility in the Sub Registry does not provide facility for 
making micro/macro photography of the thumb impressions and that the normal 
practice is to provide photocopy of the same or by using digital image printer.  The  
respondent, in his report submitted to the Commission, on 26/05/2014, stated that 
there was no specific mention about taking copies using macro photography 
available with the Applicant.  He stated that such photography might affect the 
security of the documents concerned. 

Held 

The Appellant has requested for taking macro/micro photography of the 
thumb impressions from the document kept at the Sub Registry, Palakkad, at the 
cost of the Appellant himself.  Denial of the above request on the ground that there is 
no specific provision for taking copies as requested by the Appellant in the Right to 
Information Act does not hold water.  Photography of the thumb impressions either 
by the Appellant or by an expert in the presence of the Sub Registry Officials is not 
found to affect the safety and security of the document in any manner. As such, the 
Commission directs the 1st Respondent to allow the Appellant to take photograph of 
the relevant portion as required by him in the presence of a responsible officer of the 
Sub Registry at the cost of the Appellant himself.     

The Commission disposes of this appeal petition, accordingly on the 31stday 
of January, 2017. 

Sd/- 
Vinson M.Paul  

Chief Information Commissioner 
 

 








